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Thoughts from the President - Mary Parsell

Connecting People to Nature
The mission of the El Dorado
Audubon Society is the
conservation of native birds
and their habitats. The society
provides leadership in
conservation and educates its
members and the community,
so that they may appreciate
birds and participate in the
society’s conservation efforts.
El Dorado Audubon Society is
a California chapter of the
National Audubon Society
serving the communities of
Artesia, Avalon, Bellflower,
Carson, Cerritos, Cypress,
Hawaiian Gardens, La Palma,
Lakewood, Long Beach, Los
Alamitos, Paramount,
Rossmoor, San Pedro, Seal
Beach and Sunset Beach.

Now you can support your
Chapter 2 ways:
Buy from AmazonSmile:
http://smile.amazon.com/
or

Donate through PayPal on
our website:
www.eldoradoaudubon.org
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Connecting people to nature is the
essence of Audubon. We are so fortunate to have El Dorado Nature Center,
owned by the City of Long Beach, to
enjoy in our community. The staff and
volunteers do a great job of connecting
people of all ages with nature. It is truly a place where one can go on a walk
and enjoy being in nature.
We can always use a few more hands:
co-leading field trips at El Dorado Nature Center, Los Cerritos Wetlands,
Bolsa Chica, Huntington Central Park,

Madrona Marsh in Torrance and
other great birding spots around
SoCal. We can also use help monitoring Bluebird boxes, and at information tables, newsletter labeling
(week day) and hospitality. Please
contact me if you think you would
like to volunteer. We do have a
good time!
John James Audubon said, "Never
give up listening to the sounds of
the birds."
See you on the birding trail! a

Thursday, Feb. 15th, 7:30 -9:00 p.m. (program), by Leah Young

Nature Centers and California Chaparral
with Richard Halsey, Director of CCI
Nature Centers play a critical role in helping people reconnect to local nature.
Richard Halsey, Director of the California Chaparral Institute, visited all the nature
centers in Southern California to see how they not only inspired the public to enjoy the natural environment, but also how they interpreted the chaparral, California's most extensive ecosystem. One of the key observations concerning the success of a nature center was the passion the staff and volunteers exhibited.
Please join us as we take a tour of our region's gateways to nature, explore
successful methods of interpretation, and meet inspiring naturalists who have
spent a lifetime fostering new generations of nature advocates willing to engage
with their local communities to protect their local, natural environment.
As always, Nature Center doors open at 7:00 p.m., program ends at 8:30 followed by a brief Q&A. Doors close at 9:00 p.m. Parking is free; light refreshments will be served. Please bring recyclable cans/bottles with caps removed to
support chapter activities.
a

www.eldoradoaudubon.org

Chapter Happenings
Field Trips, Jeff Moore, Field Trip Chair

Colorado Lagoon, Rancho Los Cerritos, Hellman, El Dorado, Starr, Zedler Marsh; Back Yard Bird Count
Birdwalk/Colorado Lagoon (in conjunction wih FOCL (Friends of the
Colorado Lagoon)
Sun., Feb. 4th 8:30-10:30 a.m.
Contact Harriet Bennish at 562.
621.9734, see page six or email:
alinkletter@yahoo.com for more
information.

nah Sparrow, Allen's Hummingbird,
Great Blue Heron, Snowy Egret and
more. Enjoy the area and see what
it looks like after January rains.
Help us document the avian species
of this Audubon IBA. Bring binoculars, water, hat, sunscreen. Closedtoed shoes required. Rain or shine.

Bird Walk at Rancho Los Cerritos
Thurs., Feb. 8th, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Carolyn Vance
Our September walk at Rancho
Los Cerritos (4600 Virginia Rd., Long
Beach), was amazing with 22 people
attending! So, we’re doing it again
this month. Everyone is invited to
join me, Carolyn Vance, starting at
8:00 a.m. in their parking lot. This
walk will only last until 9:30 a.m., at
which time we need to leave as
they have another group scheduled.
Early February should still have all
our wonderful winter birds, including Cedar Waxwing, White-crowned
Sparrow, Robin, and of course, Yellow-rumped Warbler. We should
have fly-overs of geese, ducks and
gulls as well. The Rancho has also
hosted some rarities in the past
years, so you never know what we
may see! Come find out with us.
If you have any questions, please
call me at 562.594.7589. Hope to
see you on the 8th. Rain cancels

Bird Walk El Dorado Nature Center
Sun., Feb. 11th, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Join us for a morning of birding
along the beautiful Nature Center
trails. Over 200 bird species have
been documents at our urban nature park. Spring might bring opportunities to see mating and/or
nesting. No prior birding experience is necessary. All skill levels are
welcome. Suggest bringing binoculars, field guide, hat, sturdy shoes
and water. Rain or shine.

Los Cerritos Wetlands
Hellman Lowlands
Sat., Feb. 10th, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Meet at PCH and First St, on
the border of Seal Beach/LB. Turn
inland, park off asphalt. This is a
locked gated area and one of two
chances to enter the property. We
will be looking for Belding's Savan2

Starr Ranch
Sat., Feb. 17th, 9:00 a.m. to noon
Starr Ranch is a 4,000 acre property owned and managed by the National Audubon Society. There will
be a bird walk and a program on
bird banding. Participation is limited to 15 as requested by the facility. For reservations and directions,
call Elaine Layne at 562.431.7448.
Los Cerritos Wetlands
Zedler Marsh
Sun., Feb.. 25th, 3 to 5 p.m.
Meet at PCH and First Street, border of Seal Beach/LB. Turn inland,
park off asphalt. It is one of two
chances to enter the locked gated
property. This small tidal marsh off
of the San Gabriel River is a good
place to look for herons, egrets,
shorebirds, Belding's Savannah

Sparrow, and songbirds. It will be
a beautiful walk; help us document the birds! Bring binoculars,
water, hat and sunscreen. Closedtoed shoes required. Rain or
shine.
a
Note from Mary Parsell:
Please note that there is no Gum
Grove field trip this month. We
are going to Starr Ranch instead.
FYI, we will not be doing a regular Gum Grove walk on the 3rd
Saturdays from now on .
a

Great Backyard Bird Count!
by Donna Bray

Co-sponsored by the National
Audubon Society and Cornell Lab
of Ornithology, the Great Backyard
Bird Count (GBBC) is scheduled for
February 16th through the 19th.
Yes, that is the long President's
Day holiday weekend. But you can
participate, staying home in your
own backyard, traveling, or just
birding wherever you want to go!
Over the years, when I worked
on the Friday, I took folks I worked
with out to bird in the surrounding
neighborhood or to a local park.
In fact, we used binoculars that
our Chapter members had donated (thanks again!). Other Chapter
volunteers have introduced school
children and a local Ecology Club
group to birding via the GBBC, too.
The lists were all entered into the
national count at birdcount.org or
via eBird. It feels good to be a
part of the citizen science effort in
helping the researchers build their
data.
(continued on page four)
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Our Environment
Conservation News
By Mary Parsell, Conservation Chair

Ridgway’s Rail
The California Department of
Fish and Wildlife announced the
release of five Ridgway’s Rails
at Batiquitos Lagoon in San Diego
County. Ridgway’s Rails depend
on mudflats or very shallow water
(wetland habitat) where there is
both forage and taller plant material to provide cover at high
tide. They rely on plants such as
cordgrass and pickleweed for
breeding and feeding.
The lagoon, located in Carlsbad,
is one of the few remaining tidal
wetlands on the Southern California coast. It consists of 543 acres
with a drainage basin of about
55,000 acres. It is home to several
threatened and endangered birds,
insects, plants, fish and mammals
and is also designated as a State
Marine Conservation Area under
the Marine Life Protection Act.
Read at: wildlife.ca.gov/ScienceInstitute/News/Tag/team-rail
The Los Cerritos Wetlands Oil
Consolidation and Restoration
Project went to Long Beach City
Council on Jan. 16th. Our chapter
submitted comments as follows:
“In keeping with our mission, El
Dorado Audubon has been an active member of the Los Cerritos
Wetlands Authority’s Stewardship
Program since 2009 and has led
educational bird walks for the
public at the Los Cerritos Wetlands since 1979. In addition, for
years we conduct regular bird
counts/surveys at the wetlands.
Our current work at the wetlands also includes participation in
the restoration planning public
process. We have provided com3

goose. Coots are also starting to
make their way down, and I even
had a Yellow-rumped warbler in
with the White-crowned and Savannah Sparrow’s (Belding’s and Largebilled) at Hog Island.
The Osprey nest I’ve been watching blew down in the strong late
December winds. Last time I check
ed, there was the beginnings of another nest. However, I’ve seen
both an Osprey and a Great Blue
Heron sitting in the middle of it. At
press time, I don’t know who will
claim it. Stay tuned as the beginning of nesting season is here for
raptors and larger birds
A third Burrowing Owl, counted
on our CBC, has stuck around. I
have also seen two male Northern
Harriers, aka: “Gray Ghosts”, in
different areas of the Refuge. In
early January there was a Turkey
Vulture with a wing tag “9y”. I have
submitted this information to the
Bird Banding Laboratory and am
awaiting a response from them.
Our Night Mammal Survey end of
December revealed not only Greathorned and Barn owls but a Shorteared on the ground. Blended with
the dirt, we still don’t know if he
was sitting on prey or just looking.
Hope he’s still around the end of
January for my 2018 year list!
On the non-avian front, the last
Refuge Update
two times I’ve been out to Hog isBy Carolyn Vance
The migrating ducks and geese land, I’ve seen a juvenile coyote.
The first time, he came out of the
finally got into the Refuge in
bushes, sniffed my front tires,
greater numbers the end of Delooked me straight in the eyes, then
cember 2017, early January 2018.
went behind my car and pooped in
I counted 59 species on the highthe dirt. He then lay down in bushtide count last month, including
es on the side of the road. This was
White and Brown pelicans, Reddish egrets, five White-tailed kites, 9:00 in the morning!
Come on out to the Refuge on a
some Cassin’s Kingbirds, three
last Saturday of the month tour to
species of grebes, nine species of
see our great birds and help jump
ducks, but only two species of
start your year list!
a
ments and suggestions throughout the conceptual planning process and any proposed restoration. In general, per our mission,
we are in support of good restoration efforts not only to conserve
habitat for native birds and wildlife but also to restore habitat
whenever possible. We have prepared a list of concerns. It is important to note many of our concerns have been addressed, and
some are topics of ongoing communications.“ In conclusion, we
believe with careful planning and
some modifications, the restoration of Los Cerritos Wetlands
would be of great benefit to the
birds, wildlife and the public.
(Complete text on our website)
Los Cerritos Wetlands Field Trips
El Dorado Audubon field trips on
Los Cerritos Wetlands are part of
a stewardship program of the Los
Cerritos Wetlands Authority
(LCWA). Find more walks and restoration events at intoloscerritoswetlands.org/.
Conservation Committee, write us
via email mfp2001@hotmail.com
or call 562.252.5825 (voice or
text) if you are interested in participating.
See you on the birding trail! a
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News & Views
GBBC (continued from page 2)
This year I'd like to emphasize
the value of birding locally, going
to a location that is under-birded.
At the time of this writing, I have
accepted the eBird challenge to
submit a checklist a day in January. And, I have decided that I'll
bird some of those under-birded
parks in my own neighborhood.
No, they probably don't have rarities, though they might, but no
one is checking! And in so doing,
I am learning increasingly more
about eBird and realize that an
eBird hotspot doesn't mean that
there are fancy rarities there. It's
a place accessible to anyone, and
that helped me decide to ask to
have little old, freeway-adjacent
Norwalk Park included on the
Hotspot list. It caused me to take
a pair of compact binoculars with
me to Olvera Street, and wow,
actually see birds other than pigeons at La Placita! When I submitted the list, I requested it be
listed as a Hotspot, too. You can
see where I am going with this.
Any birding you do is valuable. So
really make the effort to get out
once or all four days of the GBBC
and submit your lists. For more
information on how, go to the
birdcount.org website.

Christmas Bird Count
By Cindy Dunbar

Unfortunately, I’m still collecting data from folks who have
not sent me their count yet. If
that’s you, please get me your
information asap!
Recap will be in March issue.
a

What’s Common?
Submitted by Carolyn Vance

When birders mention a bird’s
“abundance,” they are talking
www.eldoradoaudubon.org

about the number of birds in a
particular area and the likelihood
of seeing it. Here is a list of the
most commonly used terms.
Abundant: a species that is present in great numbers.
Common: a species that is very
likely to be seen in fewer numbers
than an abundant one.
Fairly Common: a species that is
likely to be seen.
Uncommon: a species that may
be seen.
Rare: a species that is present
each year (or passes through in a
given season) but in very small
numbers.
Very rare: a species that is annual in a region, but only one or a
few will occur in a season.
Casual: a species that does not
occur annually, but a pattern of its
occurrence has been established
over decades.
Accidental: a species that has
been seen only once or a few
times in an area that is far from its
normal range. It may be decades,
even centuries, before another
one is seen again.
Vagrant: a bird that has strayed
off its migration course.
Irruptive: a species that is erratic
or sporadic in its movements.
One year, it may be common in a
given area, and the next year, it
may be completely absent. a
Note from the editor: We are
interested in any birds you see
during the GBBC that aren’t common (i.e., uncommon, rare, very
rate, casual, accidental, vagrant or
irruptive.) I think most current
bird guides use this system, or you
can find it on eBird.
Please email lynkraatz@ hotmail.com, subject: Birds. Thanks!
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It all started with birds
Fifty years ago last October, ten
scientists met in a living room to
form what would become the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF).
Their focus was on banning the use
of DDT in their state of Michigan
which was endangering great birds
of prey: the Bald Eagle, the Peregrine Falcon, and the Osprey. Their
research had discovered DDT in the
eggshells of these birds which
caused fragile shells and much reduced offspring. They sued 52 cities
in Michigan, all but one agreeing to
give up DDT.
The publicity surrounding their
victories led to future court cases in
Wisconsin and New York until DDT
was eventually banned nation-wide
in 1972. Since that time, the adult
Bald Eagle population which was on
the road to extinction rose from
500 breeding pairs to 143,000 birds.
The Peregrine Falcon population
has doubled in size to an estimated
40,000, and the number of Ospreys
in North America has tripled to
310,000.
Moving onto other environmental
problems, the EDF has been successful in improving air quality in
New York and beyond, has reduced
acid rain by 85%, helped McDonald’s eliminate 300 million tons of
Styrofoam packaging, eliminated
lead in gasoline, and has worked
world-wide on fishing rights (Belize
and Sweden), cap-and-trade programs (Canada and China), and reducing deforestation (the Amazon.)
However, they have not lost their
first focus, birds, and are currently
working with other environmental
groups including Audubon, on a
plan to save the sage grouse whose
population has dropped by 90% in
recent years.
a
4

Bird Rescue Centers:

El Dorado Audubon Society
Website: www.eldoradoaudubon.org
E-Mail: ElDoradoAudubon@yahoo.com
Follow us on Twitter @edaudubon
or go to: www.twitter.com/edaudubon
Find us on Facebook, search "El Dorado Audubon" or go to:
www.facebook.com/eldorado.audubon

For sick or injured wildlife, call:

To receive this Newsletter electronically only, send email to
leasttern@yahoo.com, subject as “Opt Out”, and your name and
full address in the body.
Help support the Chapter by buying at AmazonSmile. Go to: http://smile.amazon.com/ and
search for El Dorado Audubon. A portion of your purchase comes directly to us!
Donate directly on our website through PayPal!
El Dorado Nature Center: 562-570-1745
Seal Beach NWR: 562-598-1024
To sign up for Rare Bird Alerts for L.A. or Orange County,
go to www.yahoo.com, scroll to the bottom to “Groups” and follow instructions.
Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Mary Parsell 562.252.5825
Elaine Layne 562.431.7448
Leah Young 562.715.8084
Carol Furutani
Larry Lee 562.597.7491

Long Beach Animal Hospital
562-434-9966
South Bay Wildlife Rehab
310-378-9921
International Bird Rescue Center
(San Pedro)
310-514-2573
Wetlands & Wildlife Care Center
(Huntington Beach)
714-374-5587 a

Join El Dorado Audubon Society!

El Dorado Audubon Society Chapter
-Only Membership: you will become
an important part of our dynamic
Chairpersons
chapter and receive a one-year subAudubon Adventures/Education
Anne Mayben afmayben@gmail.com
Bluebird Boxes
Jerry Millett 562.860.7880
scription (10 issues) to our newsChristmas Bird Count
Cindy Dunbar 562.331.1163
letter. All funds stay with El Dorado
Conservation
Mary Parsell 562.252.5825
Digital Communications
Cindy Crawford 562.508.1369
Audubon. Your information is
Field Trips
Jeff Moore 562.397.2667
private. $20 (self/family), $15
Mary Parsell 562.25.5825
Elias Zuniga
(student/senior). Name, address,
Greeter s
Jane Smith
phone or email below:
Patty Benoit 562.438.3183
________________________________
Hospitality
Open
Labeling Volunteers
Eleanor Palmer 562.596.0832
________________________________
Members-at-Large
Erin Kellogg
________________________________
Membership
Grace Earl 562.598.5345
Newsletter Editor
Lyn Kraatz 562.433.8280
________________________________
Outreach
Elaine Layne 562.431.7448
Make check payable to: El Dorado
Patty Benoit 562.438.3183
Cindy Crawford 562.508.1369
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 90713,
Programs
Leah Young, Cindy Crawford
LB, 90809 or join through chapter
Publicity
Debbie Ketcham 562.598.8400
web site. or
Seal Beach NWR
Carolyn Vance 562.594.7589
NAS New Member/Gift MemberEl Dorado Audubon Society holds its monthly meetings in the El Dorado Nature Center 7550
ship $20 (renewal is $35; includes
E. Spring Street, Long Beach. The public is welcome to attend meetings and field trips. El
Dorado Audubon Society, Inc. assumes no responsibility for injuries, personal or otherwise,
one year of Audubon magazine, one
incurred while attending meetings or on field trips sponsored by the society.
year Chapter membership, one year
California Least Tern, the newsletter of the El Dorado Audubon Society, is produced monthly, of California Least Tern newsletter)
September through June. The deadline for all submissions is the second Thursday of each
Name, address/email below:
month. The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions to meet space or deadline require________________________________
ments.
________________________________
Persons who are not members of the National Audubon Society, or who are from chapters
__ _____________________________
other than El Dorado, may receive this newsletter. Simply submit your name, address, and a
yearly fee of $10.00 to the treasurer at the chapter address.
________________________________
Please make check payable to:
If you need to check your membership status or request changes to your name or address
with the National Audubon Society, please call 800.876.0994 or email: AuduNational Audubon Society, 225
bon@emailcustomerservice.com.
Varick St, 7th Flr., NY, NY 10014;
Attn: Chance Muehleck, or join
Printed by MARS Printing
17426 Studebaker Rd.
through the NAS website:
Cerritos, CA 90703
Audubon.com
562.924.2535
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February Calendar of Events
4

Bird Walk: Colorado Lagoon In conjunction with Friends of the Colorado Lagoon
(FOCL) Sun. , 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Meet at
the Science Center located near the bridge
on Appian Way: 5119 E. Colorado St.

15

Program Meeting:
El Dorado Nature Center, 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Nature Centers and California Chaparrals
with Richard Halsey, Director of CCI
(See page one for details)

5

Board Meeting: Monday. @ 7:00 p.m.

7

Refuge Volunteer Work Day
Wednesday, 8:00 a.m. to noon. To sign up,
call 562.598.1024. For more info, go to:
sealbeachnwrfriends.org

8
10

11

16

Great Backyard Bird Count
Beginning of a four day event sponsored by Audubon and the Cornell Lab of Ornithology
(See page two and four for details)

17

Bird Walk: Rancho Los Cerritos
Thurs., 8:00 to 9:30 a.m.
(See page two for details)

Field Trip: Starr Ranch
Sat., 9:00 a.m. to noon
(Picnic tables available if you bring your lunch.)

(See page two for details or call Elaine Layne at
562.431.7448)

Field Trip: Hellman Lowlands
Sat., at Los Cerritos Wetlands.
8:00 to 10:00 a.m.. Rain or shine.

19

Presidents’ Day and final day of the Great Backyard Bird Count

(See page two for details.)

24

Refuge Tour: Sat., 8:30 a.m. at Seal Beach National
Wildlife Refuge. Reservations required at least four
days in advance: 562.598.1024. Photo ID (adults only) required. All ages welcome.

25

Field trip: Zedler Marsh/Los Cerritos Wetlands
Sunday, 3:00 to 5:00 p.m. (See page two for details. )

Bird Walk: El Dorado Nature Center.
Sunday 8:00 a.m. Meet in the parking lot.
Parking fee: $7. Five or more? Contact Jeff
at 562.397.2667.
(See page two for details.)
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