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Thoughts from the President - Mary Parsell

Welcome to a new year of activities
The mission of the El Dorado
Audubon Society is the
conservation of native birds
and their habitats. The society
provides leadership in
conservation and educates its
members and the community,
so that they may appreciate
birds and participate in the
society’s conservation efforts.
El Dorado Audubon Society is
a California chapter of the
National Audubon Society
serving the communities of
Artesia, Avalon, Bellflower,
Carson, Cerritos, Cypress,
Hawaiian Gardens, La Palma,
Lakewood, Long Beach, Los
Alamitos, Paramount,
Rossmoor, San Pedro, Seal
Beach and Sunset Beach.

Welcome to my first column as president for the 2017-2018 year! I hope
that you enjoyed the summer: traveling, picnics, concerts in the park, the
beach, family and friends. I hope that
you got to enjoy birds and nature either traveling or around your back yard
or out of your apartment or condo window.
We have interesting programs lined
up starting with this month's (see article below), Allen's Hummingbird Study
on Catalina Island in November
to Western Bluebird Nesting Boxes in
January. Our walks and field trips to El
Dorado Nature Center, Los Cerritos

Wetlands continue along with
field trips around Southern California.
As we head into fall, I encourage
everyone to look into the upcoming
activities of our chapter and consider your interest and role in our
efforts. We can use help on field
trips, information tables, newsletter
labeling for those available on
weekdays, Western Bluebird boxes,
Christmas Bird Count (CBC), and
conservation. I am excited to start
a new year with a great group of
volunteers. Most of all, we have
fun!
a

September 21st, 7:30 by Cindy Crawford

Now you can support your
Chapter 2 ways:
Buy from AmazonSmile:
http://smile.amazon.com/
or

Donate through PayPal on
our website:
www.eldoradoaudubon.org
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‘On the Clock” by Robb Hamilton
Our first general meeting and program of the new year kicks off with a few
short announcements followed by a slide presentation by local biological consultant, Robb Hamilton. “On the Clock” is a special collection of photos Robb has
taken while working in southern California. It is an eclectic selection of some of
his favorite images, including LOTS of birds and smaller numbers of flowers, insects, amphibians, reptiles, mammals, landscapes, abstracts, and even a few people!
Join us for this interesting event on Thurs., Sept. 21st, at 7:30 p.m. at El Dorado Nature Center, 7550 E. Spring St., LB. Doors open at 7:00, programs ends
8:30 p.m. followed by a brief Q&A, doors close at 9:00. Parking is free and light
refreshments will be served. Please bring recyclable cans/plastic bottles with
caps removed to help support chapter activities. Hope to see you there! a
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Chapter Happenings
Field Trips, Jeff Moore, Field Trip Chair

LC Wetlands, El Dorado, Rancho Los Cerritos, Gum Grove, Zedler Marsh
If you didn’t “field trip” with Carolyn in June, here’s what you
missed:
River’s End Field Trip Recap:
By Carolyn Vance
Our last trip of the season ended
with a cold mist instead of the
hoped-for rocky shorebirds. While
our species count was low (23), we
did get good looks at Caspian Tern
and immature gulls, especially the
Ring-billed pecking away at a dead
stingray at the edge of the water.
We also had a Western Gull sitting
on a nest on top of a concrete piling
next to a boat, Great Blue Heron
nests in a tree in the marina next
door and a Least Tern flying by.
And yes, we did get some Black
Phoebes – in fact we think it was a
fledgling with mama as it was more
of a browner than black color.
Thank you to all who came out and
birded with me last year. a
Los Cerritos Wetlands
Hellman Lowlands
Saturday, Sept. 9, 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell
Meet at PCH and First St, on
the border of Seal Beach/LB. Turn
inland, park off asphalt. This is a
locked gated area and one of two
chances to enter the property. We
will be looking for Song Sparrow,
Belding's Savannah Sparrow, shorebirds, and raptors. Help us document the avian species of this
Audubon IBA. Bring binoculars, water, hat, sunscreen, closed-toed
shoes.
El Dorado Nature Center Walk
Sun., Sept. 10, 8:00-10:00 a.m.
Leader: Jeff Moore
2

Meet in the parking lot ($7 parking fee) for the end of summer
first walk of the new year. All skill
levels welcome! Should you have
a group of more than five, please
contact me prior to the event at
562.397.2667.
Bird Walk at Rancho Los Cerritos
Thursday, Sept. 14th,
8:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Carolyn Vance
After two years of doing monthly
bird counts at Rancho Los Cerritos
(4600 Virginia Rd., LB,) we have
been asked to do some bird walks
for the public. Everyone is invited
to join me on Thursday, Sept. 14
from 8:00 to 9:30 a.m., meeting
in their parking lot.
September has given us some of
our highest species counts over
the years. It should be a ripe time
for our fall migrants to pass
through and stop at this wonderful old garden, which Horticulturist Marie Barnidge-McIntyre has
lovingly kept and added California
natives throughout. Come check
out the fabulous birds right in
your own back yard.
If this trial walk goes well, I have
two more walks planned for the
2nd Thursday of the month in February 2018 and April 2018, once
again to take advantage of times
when the most species visit the
Rancho’s gardens.
If you have any questions, please
call me at 562.594.7589. Hope to
see you on the 14th!
Gum Grove Park
Sat., Sept. 16, 8:00-9:30 a.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell
www.eldoradoaudubon.org

This long narrow park overlooks
the OC side of Los Cerritos Wetlands. We will be looking for Song
Sparrow, Common Yellowthroat,
Allen's and Anna's Hummingbirds,
raptors and more! The park provides good views of the birds and
flowers on the wetlands, Hellman
lowlands and the park. From LB
take PCH south to Mar Vista, left on
Coastline, right on Catalina, left on
Avalon Drive which dead-ends into
the parking lot.
Los Cerritos Wetlands
Zedler Marsh
Sunday, September 24, 3 to 5 p.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell
Meet at PCH and First Street, border of Seal Beach/LB. Turn inland,
park off asphalt. This is a new regular walk! It is one of two chances
to enter the locked gated property. This small tidal marsh off of the
San Gabriel River is a good place to
look for herons, egrets, shorebirds, Belding's Savannah Sparrow,
and more. This is our third walk
into the area; help us document the
birds! Bring binoculars, water, hat
and sunscreen. Closed-toed shoes
required.

Los Cerritos Wetlands
Zedler Marsh Trails Grand Opening
Sat., Sept. 30, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell
Meet at 1st Street and Pacific
Coast Highway in Seal Beach.
Closed-toed shoes required; water
bottles and sun protection recommended. Cyclists can access trails
directly from the San Gabriel River
Bike Path. Sponsored by the Los
Cerritos Wetlands Authority . a
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Our Environment
Conservation News
By Mary Parsell, Conservation Chair

Connecting People with Nature
Here is how you can help on
state and national level s: Stay in
touch with current statewide and
national issues, protecting endangered species, the arctic, our
oceans, coasts and wild lands. You
can sign up for "action alerts" on
both of these websites.: the National Audubon Society, audubon.
org and Audubon CA, audubon.
ca.org
SEASP -- The Final Hearing Draft
went to the LB Planning Commission June 1. Next stop Long Beach
City Council, date not known at
press time. Our concerns include
allowing up to 7-story buildings
near wetlands habitat on the Pacific Flyway which raises bird-safe
building design questions and poses potential impacts for the adjacent habitat in general.
2nd & PCH Project is expected to
go to the Planning Commission
and LB City Council. Project info
at centercal.com/2ndand
pch and lbds.info/planning/
environmental_planning/
2nd+pch_.asp

The Los Cerritos Wetlands Oil
Consolidation and Restoration
Project (DEIR) is now available for
comment. Comments are due
September 6. Here is the link to
the City's Notice of Availability. lbds.info/planning/
environmental_planning/
environmental_reports.asp
Also, information about the project can be obtained from the Pro3

ject website: loscerritoswetlandsrestorationplan.com/
Protecting Birds and People in
our Parks, stay up to date with
Non-toxic Parks and Schools at
facebook.com/lbcoalitionfornon
toxicparksandschools and email
nontoxiclb@gmail.com.
See you on the birding trail! a

Refuge Update
By Carolyn Vance
Our Least Terns tried their hardest this year. They laid 124 nests,
up from 80 last year and we banded 128 chicks. However, due to
massive predation by both Peregrine Falcons and Red-tailed
Hawks, we can only definitely tally
three fledglings that made it and
left the Colony. This low number
is per John Konecny, the biologist
who was hired to come out and
monitor our terns the last several
years. Charlie Collins (founding
Member of El Dorado AS) and Bob
Schallmann (biologist for the Navy) think the number is higher. No
matter what the number, this year
was a bad one.
The Light-footed Ridgway’s
Rails fared better this year. We
have not yet gotten a final count
from Sue Hoffman, but the rails
were on track to match last year’s
nesting. The rails have held their
own and have remained steady or
increased slightly every year.
The End of the Month Tour has
been updated and expanded, as
well as our website:
(sealbeachnwrfriends.org). Besides our regular video on the National Wildlife Refuge System and
our Endangered Species talk, our
Nature Center has new displays,
and our Native Plant Garden Tour

has expanded information on Native Americans’ uses for the plants.
You may also look at creatures from
the marsh, under microscopes, at
our new Mud Station and see what
the tides bring into the marsh at our
Trash Table. The Bird Station has
been totally revamped and is now
interactive. Check the Calendar
(page 6) for details on how to sign
up for the Refuge Tour.
Birds of note: On July 21st, I saw
Black-bellied Plovers in breeding
plumage during my High-tide Ridgway’s Rail Predator survey. Mama
plovers leave their chicks when they
are only 12 days old and start their
migration down here, leaving Dad
to take care of the chicks for the
next 23 days or until the chicks are
big enough to migrate down here as
well. On the July low tide survey on
the 30th, our unexpected birds were
a Pied-billed Grebe, female Hooded
Oriole, and a Belted Kingfisher. a

Bluebird Boxes Report
By Roger Kneeland
Bluebird nesting on my 20 box
trail in Area III of El Dorado Park has
been disappointing. Without a total
for the year at this time, it’s going
to be an estimated 15% drop in
fledglings. Some pairs are doing
well while other boxes have no activity. I don’t know if the food supply is poor in those areas. It’s a
mystery. I did have a nest of five
eggs taken over by bees. I didn’t see
the bees until I had lowered the
box. Luckily I only got nailed a couple of times and donated the box to
the bees.
The bluebirds at my house did
well with two clutches of four
(continued on page four)
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News & Views
Bluebird box report (cont.)
fledged each time, even though
mama lost her mate as the first
clutch of eggs was hatching. She
raised them by herself and didn’t
skip a beat finding a new mate.
I also have a nest box at Orville
Lewis Park in Los Alamitos. That
pair also raised two clutches of
four each.
I have been a bluebird volunteer
and monitor since 2002. Due to
physical limitations however, bad
shoulders, this will be my last year
checking nests at the park, sad to
say. If anyone would like to take
over any of my 20 box trail in Area
III next season, I will help them get
started.
Roger Kneeland, Los Alamitos a

In Memory of Dennis
Rainey
by Mary Parsell

We are saddened to hear of the
passing of Dennis Rainey, Professor Emeritus, Biology, CSULB. He
was an active member of Councilmember Gerrie Schispke's 5th
District "Lakes, Ponds and Wetlands Task Force" where he was
quick to share his knowledge with
community members and city
staff. Over the years we learned
that he liked to go fishing and enjoyed having dogs as pets. Our
heartfelt sympathy to his wife
Betty and family and friends. a

Election Results for
2017-2018 year
Welcome new and returning
board members. Our annual
officer election was held at the
May meeting. Thank you to all
who attended and voted.
Congratulations to the following: President: Mary Parsell; 1st
www.eldoradoaudubon.org

Vice President: Elaine Layne, 2nd
Vice President: Leah Young; Secretry, Carol Furatani and Treasurer:
Larry Lee.
Thank you to our past president Janice Dahl for her last two
years of chapter leadership .
The roster on page five has
been updated with current officers and volunteers. New officers
and new volunteers are highlighted in bold this month. Should any
of you wish to add or drop phone
numbers, please contact Mary
Parsell . Thank you. a

And now some good news
on fledglings!
This is a letter from Kelly
Sorenson, Executive Director of
Ventana Wildlife Society, sent to
Carolyn Vance which Carolyn has
shared with us.
Dear Carolyn ,
Ventana Wildlife Society biologists have confirmed a nest by a
pair of second generation wildhatched California Condors, the
first time in 32 years! This event
marks a major milestone in the CA
Condor Recovery program.
Condor #538, aka Miracle, was
hatched in the wild in Central California in 2009 and her mate, Condor #574, aka Nomad, was wild
born in 2010. Both are the wild
offspring of captive-born condors
that were released in Central California. Their chick is three-month
old (#892), hatched in the cavity
of a Big Sur coastal redwood tree,
approximately 70 feet off the
ground in a steep canyon.
To read the latest write up, link
to The Monterey County Weekly's story and read a list of condor
conservation milestones in
the VWS press release.
a
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Neighborhood sightings
By Roger Kneeland
I have six hummingbird feeders in
my back yard, and the activity is
amazing to watch. When we
moved to Los Al 31 years ago,
Anna’s hummingbirds were prevalent. Now Allen’s have taken over
with an occasional Anna sneaking
in. We’ve had as many as five hummer nests under the patio cover in
one season by two females.
Last year I received a tip from a
fellow birder about a different hummer feeder, made by First Nature,
firstnature.com. It is very easy to
clean but the best thing is it has
bigger, elongated holes for feeding.
This design allows orioles to access
the sugar water easily.
This season we have a minimum
of five adult male hooded orioles
bringing their entire families to the
five feeders in our front and back
yards. It seems male orioles don’t
like other males at the same feeder
where they’re feeding, and some
interesting jousting has happened.
It’s interesting to watch as mom or
dad bring their young to the feeders. The juveniles have very little
color, but their profile is definitely
oriole. a
If you have had an interesting
sighting over the summer and
would like to share it with readers,
please write it up and send it to lynkraatz@hotmail.com, subject birds.
We are also planning an article
next month on native plants and
which especially attract birds to our
yards whether for food, shelter or
nesting material. So if you’ve noticed a particular fondness for a native Californian among your bird
visitors, please send that along, too.
Same address, same subject. a
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Bird Rescue Centers:

El Dorado Audubon Society
Website: www.eldoradoaudubon.org
E-Mail: ElDoradoAudubon@yahoo.com
Follow us on Twitter @edaudubon
or go to: www.twitter.com/edaudubon
Find us on Facebook, search "El Dorado Audubon" or go to:
www.facebook.com/eldorado.audubon

For sick or injured wildlife, call:

To receive this Newsletter electronically only, send email to
leasttern@yahoo.com, subject as “Opt Out”, and your name and
full address in the body.
Help support the Chapter by buying at AmazonSmile. Go to: http://smile.amazon.com/ and
search for El Dorado Audubon. A portion of your purchase comes directly to us!
Donate directly on our website through PayPal!
El Dorado Nature Center: 562-570-1745
Seal Beach NWR: 562-598-1024
To sign up for Rare Bird Alerts for L.A. or Orange County,
go to www.yahoo.com, scroll to the bottom to “Groups” and follow instructions.
Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Mary Parsell 562.252.5825
Elaine Layne 562.431.7448
Leah Young 562.715.8084
Carol Furutani
Larry Lee 562.597.7491

Long Beach Animal Hospital
562-434-9966
South Bay Wildlife Rehab
310-378-9921
International Bird Rescue Center
(San Pedro)
310-514-2573
Wetlands & Wildlife Care Center
(Huntington Beach)
714-374-5587 a

Join El Dorado Audubon Society!

El Dorado Audubon Society Chapter
-Only Membership: you will become
an important part of our dynamic
Chairpersons
chapter and receive a one-year subAudubon Adventures/Education
Anne Maben mfmaben@aol.com
scription (10 issues) to our newsBluebird Boxes
Jerry Millett 562.860.7880
Christmas Bird Count
Cindy Dunbar
letter. All funds stay with El Dorado
Conservation
Mary Parsell 562.252.5825
Audubon. Your information is
Digital Communications
Cindy Crawford 562.508.1369
Field Trips
Jeff Moore 562.397.2667
private. $20 (self/family), $15
Mary Parsell 562.25.5825
(student/senior). Name, address,
Elias Juniga
Greeter s
Jane Smith
phone or email below:
Patty Benoit
________________________________
Hospitality
Anne Belle Rice 562.716.2713
________________________________
Labeling Volunteers
Eleanor Palmer 562.596.0832
Members-at-Large
Erin Kellogg
________________________________
Membership
Grace Earl
________________________________
Newsletter Editor
Lyn Kraatz 562.433.8280
Outreach
Elaine Layne
Make check payable to: El Dorado
Patty Penoit
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 90713,
Cindy Crawford
Programs
Leah Young, Cindy Crawford
LB, 90809 or join through chapter
Publicity
Debbie Ketcham 562.598.8400
web site. or
Seal Beach NWR
Carolyn Vance 562.594.7589
NAS New Member/Gift MemberEl Dorado Audubon Society holds its monthly meetings in the El Dorado Nature Center 7550 ship $20 (renewal is $35; includes
E. Spring Street, Long Beach. The public is welcome to attend meetings and field trips. El
one year of Audubon magazine, one
Dorado Audubon Society, Inc. assumes no responsibility for injuries, personal or otherwise,
incurred while attending meetings or on field trips sponsored by the society.
year Chapter membership, one year
California Least Tern, the newsletter of the El Dorado Audubon Society, is produced monthly, of California Least Tern newsletter)
September through June. The deadline for all submissions is the second Thursday of each
Name, address/email below:
month. The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions to meet space or deadline require________________________________
ments.
________________________________
Persons who are not members of the National Audubon Society, or who are from chapters
__ _____________________________
other than El Dorado, may receive this newsletter. Simply submit your name, address, and a
________________________________
yearly fee of $10.00 to the treasurer at the chapter address.
Please make check payable to:
If you need to check your membership status or request changes to your name or address
National Audubon Society, 225
with the National Audubon Society, please call 800.876.0994 or email: Audubon@emailcustomerservice.com.
Varick St, 7th Flr., NY, NY 10014;
Attn: Chance Muehleck, or join
Printed by MARS Printing
through the NAS website:
17426 Studebaker Rd.
Cerritos, CA 90703
Audubon.com
562.924.2535

www.eldoradoaudubon.org California Least Tern, Sept. 2017

Printed with soy ink on recycled paper

5

El Dorado Audubon Society
Post Office Box 90713
Long Beach, CA 90809-0713

Dated Material

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage
PAID
Long Beach, California
Permit No. 341

Or Current Resident

Address Label Here

September Calendar of Events

4

Labor Day

6

Refuge Volunteer Day. Wednesday,
8:00 a.m.—12 noon. Call 562.598.1024 to
sign up. For more info, go to:
sealbeachwrfriends.org

6

Board Meeting, Wednesday, 7:00 p.m.

9

Field Trip: Hellman Lowlands
Sat., at Los Cerritos Wetlands.
8:00-10:00 a.m..
Leader: Mary Parsell.
(See page two for details.)

10

Bird Walk: Sunday 8:00 a.m. at El Dorado
Nature Center. Meet in the parking lot.
Parking fee: $7. All skill levels welcome.
Party of five or more? Contact Jeff at
562.397..2667. (See page two for details.)

14

Bird Walk: Rancho Los Cerritos, Wednesday, 8:00 to 9:30 a.m.
Leader: Carolyn Vance
(See page two for details.)

16

Field Trip: Gum Grove Park. Saturday, 8:00 a.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell (See page two for details.)

21

Program Meeting: Thursday 7:30 p.m.,
El Dorado Nature Center, “On the “clock” with
Robb Hamilton (See page one for details.)

22

Autumnal Equinox:
1:02 p.m. PDT

24

Field Trip: Zedlar Marsh, Sunday 3:00-5:00 p.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell
(See page two for details)

30

Refuge Tour, Sat., 8:30 a.m. at the Seal Beach National Wildlife Refuge. Reservations required at
least four days in advance: 562.598.1024. Photo
ID required. All ages welcome.
(See page three for details.)

30

Field Trip: Zedlar Marsh Trails Grand Opening
Saturday, 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Leader: Mary Parsell
(See page two for details.)
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