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Thoughts from the President - Mary Parsell

Thoughts on the upcoming year
The mission of the El Dorado
Audubon Society is the
conservation of native birds
and their habitats. The society
provides leadership in
conservation and educates its
members and the community,
so that they may appreciate
birds and participate in the
society’s conservation efforts.
El Dorado Audubon Society is
a California chapter of the
National Audubon Society
serving the communities of
Artesia, Avalon, Bellflower,
Carson, Cerritos, Cypress,
Hawaiian Gardens, La Palma,
Lakewood, Long Beach, Los
Alamitos, Paramount,
Rossmoor, San Pedro, Seal
Beach and Sunset Beach.

Now you can support your
Chapter 2 ways:
Buy from AmazonSmile:
http://smile.amazon.com/
or

Donate through PayPal on
our website:
www.eldoradoaudubon.org
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In October we saw a California Towhee in our yard for the first time that
we can remember. It was the Northern
Mockingbirds, of course, that first
alerted us that a different bird was
around. It made for a nice addition to
House Finches, Bushtits, and Yellowrumped Warblers (Audubon) and Allen's Hummingbirds.
As we head into November, I encourage everyone to look into the upcoming activities of our chapter and

consider your interest and role in
our efforts. We can use help with
field trips, information tables,
Christmas Bird Count, Western
Bluebird nesting boxes and conservation. I am really looking forward
to our field trips and natural history
programs and the Christmas Bird
Count. Most of all we have fun.
Thanks to all the people who make
it happen.
See you on the birding trail! a

November 16th, 7:30 (program), by Leah Young

Studying Allen's HummingbirdsOne of Catalina's Native Species
Christopher J. Clark, PhD, biology professor at University of California, Riverside,
specializes in hummingbirds. He is part of a research project to increase understanding of the Channel Islands Allen's Hummingbird.
These tiny birds evolved on the Channel Islands to be slightly larger than their
mainland counterparts, and they don't migrate, which led researchers to question how they survive in the arid Channel Islands climate.
He will also present some of his research on how hummingbirds produce
sounds with their wings and tail feathers during courtship displays.
Join us for this interesting program on Thurs., Nov. 16 at 7:30 p.m. at El Dorado
Nature Center, 7550 E. Spring St., LB. Doors open at 7:00, program ends at 8:30
followed by a brief Q&A. Doors close at 9:00. a

www.eldoradoaudubon.org

Chapter Happenings
Field Trips, Jeff Moore, Field Trip Chair

Colorado Lagoon, El Dorado, Gum Grove, Hellman Lowlands, Zedlar Marsh

Walk at Rancho Los Cerritos Recap
By Carolyn Vance

Our very first bird walk at Rancho
Los Cerritos in September was a
huge success! Fall migration was
on, even though it was a beautiful
end-of-summer day. Not only did
we see Canada geese and Western
gulls flying over, we had two Olivesided Flycatchers and a Western
Wood-peewee. We had the everpresent Allen’s Hummingbirds,
Black Phoebes, Mourning Doves,
Bushtits, and Western Bluebirds.
Robins, House Finches, and California Towhees were abundant, with a
Red-shouldered Hawk calling from
outside the Rancho.
Many, many thanks to Kim Moore,
our big expert; Merryl Edelstein,
Rancho Garden Docent; Jerry Millett, member of El Dorado Audubon’s monthly survey and Rancho
Horticulturist Marie BarnidgeMcIntyre for their help with such a
large group and answering everyone’s questions! At the end of the
walk, we had seen 21 species of
bird, smelled wonderful plants and
had big grins on our faces from the
marvelous walk.
Join us on Feb. 8th for our second
walk, which will give us our winter
birds. a
Birdwalk/Colorado Lagoon
Sun., Nov. 5, 8:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Meet at the Science Center near
the bridge on Appian Way: 5119 E.
Colorado St.
Contact: Harriet Bennish at
562.621.9734 or email: alinkletter@
yahoo.com for more details.
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Bird Walk El Dorado Nature Center
Sun., Nov. 12th, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
Please join us for a morning of
birding through our beautiful Nature Center trails. Over 200 bird
species have been documented,
and during fall migration, you might
see a rare visitor. No prior birding
experience is necessary, and all skill
levels are welcome. Suggest bringing binoculars, field guide, hat, sturdy shoes and plenty of water.
Los Cerritos Wetlands
Hellman Lowlands
Sat., Nov. 11, 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
Meet at PCH and First St, on
the border of Seal Beach/LB. Turn
inland, park off asphalt. This is a
locked gated area and one of two
chances to enter the property. We
will be looking for migratory ducks
including Northern Pintail, Whitetailed Kite, Northern Harrier, Belding's Savannah Sparrow, Whitecrowned Sparrow, Say's Phoebe,
Cassin's Kingbird, songbirds, and a
variety of shorebirds. Help us document the avian species of this
Audubon IBA. Bring binoculars, water, hat and sunscreen. Closed-toed
shoes required.

Gum Grove Park
Sat., Nov. 18, 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.
This long narrow park overlooks
the OC side of Los Cerritos Wetlands. Enjoy warblers, Downy
Woodpecker, Canada Goose, Say's
Phoebe, Cassin's Kingbird, Song
Sparrow, Common Yellowthroat, Allen's and Anna's Hummingbird, and more! From Long
Beach take PCH south to Mar Vista,
left on Coastline, right on Catalina,

left on Avalon Drive which dead-ends
into the parking lot.
Mary reports that this field trip and
LCW’s trips are so popular that often
those from out -of-state attend. They
read about them on our website, on
Facebook postings or Twitter accounts.
Los Cerritos Wetlands
Zedler Marsh
Sun., Nov. 26th, 3 to 5 p.m.
Meet at PCH and First Street, border
of Seal Beach/LB. Turn inland, park
off asphalt. This is a new regular
walk! It is one of two chances to enter the locked gated property. This
small tidal marsh off the San Gabriel
River is a good place to look for migratory ducks, herons, egrets, shorebirds, Belding's Savannah Sparrow,
White-crowned Sparrow, and songbirds.
It will be a beautiful walk; help us
document the birds! Bring binoculars,
water, hat and sunscreen. Closedtoed shoes required.
Seal Beach National Wildlife Refuge
(Sat., Dec. 9th , 7:45 to 12:00).
This popular trip is now full with a
waitlist. If you were lucky enough to
sign up and find that now you are unable to attend, please call Jeff Moore at
562.397.2667 to allow an eager birder
to replace you.
Thank you. a

Websites to visit:
1. Pigeonwatch.org teaches about city

pigeons and how to watch pigeons for
science.
2. Macauleylibrary.org has the largest archive of bird and other animal
sounds and videos. a

www.eldoradoaudubon.org
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Our Environment
Conservation News
By Mary Parsell, Conservation Chair

Success in Southern California
"The Buena Vista Audubon Society in June closed a deal to purchase 31 acres of a former dairy
farm between the edge of Camp
Pendleton and the San Luis Rey
River, near Whelan Lake bird sanctuary. Acquiring this land has
effectively linked together four
contiguous protected areas... The
Cheathan property, purchased for
$1.56 million, is amid rolling hills
about five miles from the coast
with a commanding view of the
nearby river valley...Acquiring the
parcel is allowing BVAS to restore
it to coastal sage scrub and chaparral habitats, suitable for the federally listed "threatened" Coastal
California Gnatcatcher, Southwest
Willow Flycatcher and Least Bell's
Vireo" from Audubon California.
Stay abreast at audubon.ca.org .
Good News! U.S.-Mexico Water
Treaty Huge Win for Conservation
"Late last month, the United
States and Mexico signed an expansion of the existing Water
Treaty to improve the reliability of
the water supply for all Colorado
River water users. The Colorado
River supplies water for 36 million
people and provides important
forest and wetlands habitat for
400 species of birds, including federally protected species like the
western Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Yuma Ridgway's Rail, and southwestern Willow Flycatcher", from The
National Audubon Society at
audubon.org/news Oct. 12, 2017.
El Dorado Audubon field trips are
part of stewardship program of
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the Los Cerritos Wetlands Authority. Thanks to all of you who participate and help us share this incredible natural resource with our
members and the community.
SEASP -- The SEASP EIR was approved by the Long Beach City
Council on Tuesday, Sept. 19.
The Los Cerritos Wetlands Oil
Consolidation and Restoration
Project (DEIR). Our chapter submitted comments about birds and
plants in time for the Sept. 6th
deadline. Comments will be responded to in the final EIR. Information about the project can be
obtained from the Project website loscerritoswetlandsrestoratio
nplan.com/. The EIR may go to
the Long Beach Planning Commission in November.
Conservation Committee Mtg.,
Mon., Nov. 13th, 7:00 p.m.
Please write us via email
mfp2001@hotmail.com or call
562.252.5825 for details. a

Refuge Update
By Carolyn Vance

A new Ridgeway’s Rail Predator
Survey was started by Sue Hoffman, who monitors the rails at the
Refuge. We meet monthly and
document not only raptors, but
potential predators like Crows,
Ravens, Great Blue Herons, Western Meadowlarks, and Loggerhead
Shrikes. September was our first
one and the surveys go through
February. We did find what we
think is an Osprey nest on top of a
pole just outside the Refuge’s
boundary. I will be watching it
come next nesting season.
On a Night Mammal Survey, we

discovered Carolina Sphinx Moths
flying over the agriculture fields of
the Station. This is a very large
moth whose eyes glow bright red
when hit by a spotlight. Thanks to
Kim Moore for identifying it and
photographing it for us. You can
see the photo at sealbeachnwrfriends.org. Kim told us that the
moths may be why we saw so many
Barn Owls in that area as these
moths are a tasty treat for them.
On our Work Wednesday last
month, we did some planting in our
Native Plant Garden. When digging
a hole, one of the workers uncovered a squirrel’s larder. There were
dozens of acorns, and we had
Mockingbirds flying back and forth,
scolding us for disturbing them.
During my high-tide survey in September, I had two White-tailed
Kites and two Ruddy ducks, proving
once again that fall migration was in
full swing! In October I saw a banded Peregrine Falcon eating an Eared
Grebe on top of a phone pole and
two additional Kites joined the original two. We also saw our first Burrowing Owl of the season. a

Bluebird Box Update
By Jerry Millet

Area II Bluebird Boxes were arranged in five trails. Returning
monitors Jeff Moore, Kristin Ciofalo
& family, and I were joined by new
monitors Lindsay Messett and Cindy
and Susan Crawford. It is thrilling to
check the boxes weekly to see progression from nest to eggs to hatchlings to fledglings and then a repeat
for second clutches. From 43 nest
boxes, we had 32 bluebird nests
(119 bluebirds) and two tree swallow nests (eight swallows). Then 15
second bluebird nests fledged 62
for a total of 181 bluebirds. a

www.eldoradoaudubon.org
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News & Views
Christmas Bird Count
Sat., Dec. 16th, 7:30 to 4:00
By Cindy Dunbar

It’s that time once again for all
birders, young and old, experienced and newcomers, to help the
El Dorado Audubon Society with
the annual CBC. This is a great
time of year to gather as a group
with one common goal and that is
to count birds. I’m so excited to
be working with Carolyn Vance
once again on CBC. She has been
instrumental to El Dorado Audubon Society for so many years,
and she is my CBC mentor once
again. For those who want to participate, please meet Carolyn and
me at the south end of the El Dorado Branch Library, 2900 Studebaker Road, Long Beach at 7:30
a.m. on December 16th if you
don’t already have a pre-assigned
location. Don’t forget to bring
binoculars, field guide and
spotting scope if you have one.
Also bring water, snacks and appropriate clothing for the weather
as we count birds, rain or shine.
Count sheets will be provided, and
we will train you on how to use
them if you don’t know already.
After the count or at approximately 4:30 p.m., we will meet at
Glory Days Beachside Restaurant,
620 Pacific Coast Hwy, Seal Beach
for dinner and a recap of the day’s
event.
All count sheets need to be
turned in to me no later than Fri.,
Dec. 22nd. You can either turn
them in the day of the count or
email them to cjdunbar3@ verizon.net. Any questions or to sign
up for CBC, please contact me at
562.331.1163 or email at above
address. Looking forward to seeing you. a
www.eldoradoaudubon.org

Reincarnations:
Realities or Fantasies?
By Charles Collins

Among the most titillating developments in the field of genetics is
the possibility of using DNA recovered from long dead or extinct
species to bring some of them
back to life. Shades of Jurassic
Park! The possibilities are almost
endless. Some are more fanciful
than others. Who would not enjoy
seeing a living Wooly Mammoth,
reincarnated from tissue DNA
found long frozen in the Arctic
tundra?
Other possibilities have been
suggested, including species more
recently extirpated by human activities. Among the avian candidates being considered is the now
extinct Passenger Pigeon.
The Passenger Pigeon (Ectopistes migratorius) inhabited the
eastern half of the United States,
breeding in the northeast and
midwest where extensive forests
of beech trees grew. They migrated to southern parts of the country in winter. They were extremely social and traveled in huge
flocks and nested in dense concentrations where suitable food
supplies were abundant. Their
annual population has been estimated to have been between 1M
to 5M at the time of the discovery
of America. As late as the 1870’s
their numbers did not appear to
have diminished, but over the following 25 years they were nearly
wiped out; the last one died in
captivity in 1914.
Migrating flocks of Passenger
Pigeons were an almost unimagi-
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nable spectacle: millions of pigeons
in a flock a mile or more in breadth,
and stretching as far as the eye
could see.

Once on their nesting grounds,
however, both adults and squabs
were ruthlessly harvested for human consumption. Barrels and barrels (500 birds to the barrel) where
shipped to markets on a daily basis.
As late as 1882 an estimate of the
number of pigeons destroyed in
Wisconsin in that one season totaled 2,138,400. I am sure you
agree that these numbers are truly
staggering. Yet, this slaughter went
on unabated until the once huge
populations of Passenger Pigeons
crashed and extinction followed.
Other bird species have similarly
gone extinct due to man’s activities,
intentional or otherwise, but none
were as initially abundant as the
Passenger Pigeon. Agricultural conversions have replaced most of the
once extensive forests which previously sustained these huge pigeon
flocks. Thus, even if the Passenger
Pigeon could be reincarnated by the
magic of modern genetics, they
could never exist in the wild in any
semblance of their past numbers.
That spectacle is gone forever.

A less emotional choice for reincarnation might be a non-migratory
species once found in a currently
extant and protected environment.
The near mythical Dodo of Mauritius would seem to be a logical
choice. Unfortunately, the only Dodo DNA available is so badly degraded it cannot be used. I guess
we’ll just have to come up with
some other possibilities. Any suggestions? a
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Bird Rescue Centers:

El Dorado Audubon Society
Website: www.eldoradoaudubon.org
E-Mail: ElDoradoAudubon@yahoo.com
Follow us on Twitter @edaudubon
or go to: www.twitter.com/edaudubon
Find us on Facebook, search "El Dorado Audubon" or go to:
www.facebook.com/eldorado.audubon

For sick or injured wildlife, call:

To receive this Newsletter electronically only, send email to
leasttern@yahoo.com, subject as “Opt Out”, and your name and
full address in the body.
Help support the Chapter by buying at AmazonSmile. Go to: http://smile.amazon.com/ and
search for El Dorado Audubon. A portion of your purchase comes directly to us!
Donate directly on our website through PayPal!
El Dorado Nature Center: 562-570-1745
Seal Beach NWR: 562-598-1024
To sign up for Rare Bird Alerts for L.A. or Orange County,
go to www.yahoo.com, scroll to the bottom to “Groups” and follow instructions.
Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer

Mary Parsell 562.252.5825
Elaine Layne 562.431.7448
Leah Young 562.715.8084
Carol Furutani
Larry Lee 562.597.7491

Long Beach Animal Hospital
562-434-9966
South Bay Wildlife Rehab
310-378-9921
International Bird Rescue Center
(San Pedro)
310-514-2573
Wetlands & Wildlife Care Center
(Huntington Beach)
714-374-5587 a

Join El Dorado Audubon Society!

El Dorado Audubon Society Chapter
-Only Membership: you will become
an important part of our dynamic
Chairpersons
chapter and receive a one-year subAudubon Adventures/Education
Anne Mayben afmayben@gmail.com
Bluebird Boxes
Jerry Millett 562.860.7880
scription (10 issues) to our newsChristmas Bird Count
Cindy Dunbar 562.331.1163
letter. All funds stay with El Dorado
Conservation
Mary Parsell 562.252.5825
Digital Communications
Cindy Crawford 562.508.1369
Audubon. Your information is
Field Trips
Jeff Moore 562.397.2667
private. $20 (self/family), $15
Mary Parsell 562.25.5825
Elias Zuniga
(student/senior). Name, address,
Greeter s
Jane Smith
phone or email below:
Patty Benoit 562.438.3183
________________________________
Hospitality
open
Labeling Volunteers
Eleanor Palmer 562.596.0832
________________________________
Members-at-Large
Erin Kellogg
________________________________
Membership
Grace Earl 562.598.5345
Newsletter Editor
Lyn Kraatz 562.433.8280
________________________________
Outreach
Elaine Layne 562.431.7448
Make check payable to: El Dorado
Patty Benoit 562.438.3183
Cindy Crawford 562.508.1369
Audubon Society, P.O. Box 90713,
Programs
Leah Young, Cindy Crawford
LB, 90809 or join through chapter
Publicity
Debbie Ketcham 562.598.8400
web site. or
Seal Beach NWR
Carolyn Vance 562.594.7589
NAS New Member/Gift MemberEl Dorado Audubon Society holds its monthly meetings in the El Dorado Nature Center 7550
ship $20 (renewal is $35; includes
E. Spring Street, Long Beach. The public is welcome to attend meetings and field trips. El
Dorado Audubon Society, Inc. assumes no responsibility for injuries, personal or otherwise,
one year of Audubon magazine, one
incurred while attending meetings or on field trips sponsored by the society.
year Chapter membership, one year
California Least Tern, the newsletter of the El Dorado Audubon Society, is produced monthly, of California Least Tern newsletter)
September through June. The deadline for all submissions is the second Thursday of each
Name, address/email below:
month. The editor reserves the right to edit all contributions to meet space or deadline require________________________________
ments.
________________________________
Persons who are not members of the National Audubon Society, or who are from chapters
__ _____________________________
other than El Dorado, may receive this newsletter. Simply submit your name, address, and a
yearly fee of $10.00 to the treasurer at the chapter address.
________________________________
Please make check payable to:
If you need to check your membership status or request changes to your name or address
with the National Audubon Society, please call 800.876.0994 or email: AuduNational Audubon Society, 225
bon@emailcustomerservice.com.
Varick St, 7th Flr., NY, NY 10014;
Attn: Chance Muehleck, or join
Printed by MARS Printing
17426 Studebaker Rd.
through the NAS website:
Cerritos, CA 90703
Audubon.com
562.924.2535
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November Calendar of Events
1

Refuge Clean-up Day
Wed., 8:30 a.m. to noon. To sign up, call
562.598.1024. For more info, go to:
sealbeachnwrfriends.org.

5

Bird Walk: Colorado Lagoon
Sun. , 8:30 to 10:30 a.m. Meet at the Science
Center located near the bridge on Appian
Way: 5119 E. Colorado St.

16

(See page one for details.)

18

(See page two for details.)

6

11

23

Thanksgiving Day

25

Refuge Tour: Sat., 8:30 a.m. at Seal Beach National
Wildlife Refuge. Reservations required at least four
days in advance: 562.598.1024. Photo ID (adults only) required. All ages welcome.

26

Field trip: Zedlar Marsh/Los Cerritos Wetlands
Sunday, 3:00-5:00 p.m.

(See page two for details.)

11

Veteran’s day

12

Bird Walk:
El Dorado Nature Center
Sunday, 8:00 to 10:00 a.m.
All levels welcome.

Field Trip: Gum Grove Park. Saturday, 8:00 a.m.
Meet at Avalon Drive near Catalina Avenue in Seal
Beach. Rain or shine.
(See page two for details.)

Board Meeting, Monday., 7:00 p.m.

Field Trip: Hellman Lowlands
Sat., at Los Cerritos Wetlands.
8:00-10:00 a.m.. Rain or shine.

Program Meeting:
El Dorado Nature Center, Thurs., 7:30 to 9:00 p.m.
Dr. Christopher Clark on
Allen’s hummingbirds on Catalina Island

(See page two for details. )

(See page two for details.)
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